MEDIEVAL ASTROLABE CLASSIFICATION BY RHET DP%IGH

This memorandunm desls with the results o~f= an exercise in
ectablishing femilies of astrolabes Jjust by looking at the general
design of the sitrapwork of the rete. The requ1t1n¢ clagsgification
ig thus only gugeegtive, in nomenclsture, and of whaet night emerge
from = nore complete effoxrt. The cxamyle nave all been tzken from
Gunther's Astrolebes of the World(Vel, II, Oxford, 1932), and are
referred t0 by the numbsrs whieh tunther hss assigned., Schemstic
dra Wﬁng of the reteg are presented,; along with comments on daltes
and origin Trom Price's In+PIh’tTOW“7 Checkligt of ASUTOl”CPS{3955)
Three major c»tegOW1es, furiher divided into subcategories, have
emergﬂd'

I. Gothic

A, Gothiec Arch
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¢ G.A. 191, e.1260

G.A. 162, c.136
foil Higpano-lMoorish Gothie

Higpano-lloorigh. Gothic + quatre

B, TTGJOJLMQuﬂthf011 Gothic
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G.A. 290, c. 1285 G.A.293, ¢.1325 G.A. 294, ¢.,1320 G.Ah, 295, c.1360
Trefoil Gothic, Trefoil Gothice, Trefoil Gothic, Trefoil Gothic

Ingiich(Sloane) Teevi Herz{owmer) rete only + aquatrefoil




IT. Indicator-Tine ) 5
A. Indicstor-Line, Simple

50 G.A. 300, c.1260

G‘AQ 166’ Cs.}.zo B
Yoorish Gothic, reengr. ¢.1400 ¥oorisgh Gothic

In eddition to the begiec eclivptic and cepricorn 01rcleu, these
two retes contsin only an east-west line =nd an arec of the eouator
with supports; G.A. 300 exhibits csome Trefoil Gothie decorstion,

B. Indicetor-Line, Full
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G.A. 163, c. 1450 G.A, 168, c.1360 G.A., 186, c.2275
Debased Trefoil Debnged Y Gothic Late Gothlic, re-engry%
~ Gothie; Jeh Charla '
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G.A. 192, c.1440 G.A., 193, c.1425 Goho 247, ¢,1430
Lzte Gothic Tate Gothic Hispano-oorish Gothic

Here we find both an upper and 2 lower vorition of the ecuntor, as
well =g merdidien and ezgl-west lines. G.4. 163 is reminiascent of
the Prefolil-Qualerloll Gothle caterory, whlle G.A. 168 hag a "y¥
form{see cetesory III below) in olace of the upper arce of the eocua-
tor. In this schematic renreﬂeﬁtptionﬁ Geho 192 im didentical to ar
satrolebe of Jean #U@ﬁv¢c praganted by Poulle in Un broctheur
DiIngtruments Agbro es au XV Sidele Jg ua@orﬁé{rﬂwQAM 10613
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ITIT, ®Y“ Form

A. Tow "Y"
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G.A. 249, 1491 G.A. 299, ¢.1360 {(manugeript) G.4. 3@4, 0.1450
ho.b.= Hang Bomman Y Gothic, English Y Gothic, OQuod

Parnel(?)

Here the two zrms of the Y proceed voward from the center.

"B, High nwyn

G.A., 173, c.1500 G.4A. 296, £.1350 GoA. 297, 1350 .
Y Gothic? but Y Gothie, Oxford Y Gothic; Eouatorium
possibly ¢.1570 - dorsun, Oxford

Here a meridian line goes vart-way un from the center, and then
divides into the two arms of the V.

In concluesion, it migh+ be noted that this classification
ascheme has some cor?eqoonoﬁﬂce to the information tsken from Pricetlsg
chacklis For example, the progreso on from gimnle Lo full in the
,1no10&tor«1ine cetegory sppesrs to correspond to a progregssion in time.
This work was done in = seminar under the OiIeLthP of Frofessor
Derek J. Frice at ¥Yale University.

Daniel Siegel
Cetober, 1968




